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HOLOCAUST EDUCATION/ AWARENESS 
 
 
The IHRA is the only intergovernmental organization mandated to focus solely on Holocaust-related  
issues. https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/international-holocaust-remembrance-alliance 

 

The IHRA adopted this non-legally binding working definition of antisemitism (2016): 
 
“Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews. 
Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish 
individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community institutions and religious facilities.” 

 

The IHRA adopted this non-legally binding  Working Definition of Holocaust Denial and Distortion 
(2013)  

“Holocaust denial is discourse and propaganda that deny the historical reality and the extent of the 
extermination of the Jews by the Nazis and their accomplices during World War II, known as the 
Holocaust or the Shoah. Holocaust denial refers specifically to any attempt to claim that the 
Holocaust/Shoah did not take place.” 

Holocaust denial may include publicly denying or calling into doubt the use of principal mechanisms of 
destruction (such as gas chambers, mass shooting, starvation and torture) or the intentionality of the 
genocide of the Jewish people. 

Holocaust denial in its various forms is an expression of antisemitism. The attempt to deny the 
genocide of the Jews is an effort to exonerate National Socialism and antisemitism from guilt or 
responsibility in the genocide of the Jewish people. Forms of Holocaust denial also include blaming the 
Jews for either exaggerating or creating the Shoah for political or financial gain as if the Shoah itself 
was the result of a conspiracy plotted by the Jews. In this, the goal is to make the Jews culpable and 
antisemitism once again legitimate. 

The goals of Holocaust denial often are the rehabilitation of an explicit antisemitism and the promotion 
of political ideologies and conditions suitable for the advent of the very type of event it denies. 

Distortion of the Holocaust refers, inter alia, to: 

1. Intentional efforts to excuse or minimize the impact of the Holocaust or its principal elements, 
including collaborators and allies of Nazi Germany;  

2. Gross minimization of the number of the victims of the Holocaust in contradiction to reliable 
sources;  

3. Attempts to blame the Jews for causing their own genocide;  
4. Statements that cast the Holocaust as a positive historical event. Those statements are not 

Holocaust denial but are closely connected to it as a radical form of antisemitism.  They may 
suggest that the Holocaust did not go far enough in accomplishing its goal of “the Final Solution 
of the Jewish Question”;  

5. Attempts to blur the responsibility for the establishment of concentration and death camps 
devised and operated by Nazi Germany by putting blame on other nations or ethnic groups.” 

 
There are numerous organizations that specialize exclusively in Holocaust education. 
Below are noteworthy resources which the ECWF can share with relevant stakeholders. 
 
Link to search for holocaust organizations in your country 
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/overview-holocaust-related-organizations 



 
Organizations which focus exclusively on Holocaust education 
 
https://en.unesco.org/news/new-study-assess-education-about-holocaust-and-genocides-european-
union 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000228776 
https://www.het.org.uk/education (United Kingdom) 
http://www.memorialdelashoah.org/en(France) 
https://www.admin.ch/gov/en/start/documentation/media-releases.msg-id-71448.html (Switzerland) 
https://weremember.worldjewishcongress.org/ 
(educational campaign by world jewish congress which is easy to cut and paste to facebook:twitter for friends) 


